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Welcome to Dig 2007. I hope you all had a 
wonderful summer. Allow me to introduce 
myself: My name is Matthew Wilkinson. I’m the 
new editor in chief here at our awesome, student- 
run magazine. 

It was a difficult decision for me to leave my 
diversions editor post over at the Daily 49er 
newspaper and cross over to our monthly 
magazine, but when former editor Angela O’Brien 
basically told me that I could do whatever I 
wanted with it, I was up for a new challenge. 

You will notice that Dig has received a little bit 
of a makeover. My personal favorite magazine to 
read is Rolling Stone because it has good music 
and entertainment features as well as good 
investigative reports and even political stories. I 
hope to do those same things with Dig over the 
next year. 

I think we have a pretty awesome launch issue 
for you guys. Multi-platinum comedian and 
movie star Dane Cook took some time out of his 
busy schedule to talk to us about his upcoming 
projects. Managing Editor Brigid McGuire and I 
went to four different Warped Tours to proper! 
capture the thirteenth year of the summer pun 
rock festival. 
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Lauren Williams did some research about 
Internet privacy with popular Web sites like 
Photobutket com and MySpace.com. Adam 
Pringle met up with Cal State Long Beach 
alumnus and accomplished artist Shag at his 
studio in Tustin. Overall, there is a lot of good 
stuff for you to read while sitting through your 
syllabi readings with new professors. 

Enjoy this issue, and look out for some exciting 
things coming your way from Dig! 


‘ ELL Whe nion 


Matthew Wilkinson 
Editor in Chief 


LET THE DIG LEGEND LIVE 
ON. DON’T WAIT! GET 
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PUBLICATION THIS 
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Things You’ve Wanted 
to Know about CSULB 


Cal State Long Beach was established in 1949, and we are appropriately called “the 49ers.” 
In keeping with the 49er theme, Dig will bring you 49 facts monthly about select topics. We 
decided to go basic the first month and give you 49 facts about our school. How much do 


you actually know about our university? 
Facts compiled by Dale Johnson 


1. Cal State Long Beach has the third-largest 
enrollment in the state of California. 

2. Long Beach State has been ranked as one 
of the top three value public colleges in the 
nation by the Princeton Review. 

3. College may be expensive, but CSULB 
operates with the lowest student fees in the 
country at $2,864 per student. 

4. CSULB is one of the most diverse schools 
in the nation. 

5. In 1995, President Maxon created the 
President Scholar’s program, offering full 
four-year scholarships to valedictorians 
across the state. 

6. Long Beach State has the highest publicly 
funded art program west of the Mississippi. 

7. CSULB students roam the same halls and 
classrooms that world renowned director 
Steven Speilberg did. 

8. CSULB has grown from two apartment 
buildings on Anaheim Street in Long Beach 
to a 323-acre campus. 

9. The original mascot of CSULB was a 
donkey named Nugget and the school colors 
were brown and gold. 

10. Our current school president’s middle 
name is King. 

11. CSULB, along with 12 other campuses 


statewide, joined the California State 
University system in 1972. 
12. “Clerks Il” co-star Trevor Gregory 


Fehrman recently attended The Beach. 

13. The campus is believed to be the home 
of an ancient Native America Tongva village 
and a burial site named Puvunga that is 
located near the dorms. 


ee i a a 


14. Much controversy has occurred over this 
land and CSULB has attempted numerous 
times to build on it, but development has 
been blocked. 

15. Long Beach State’s motto is “Voice, 
Truth, Life.” 

16. Comedian and SNL alumnus Steve Martin 
was once a Long Beach 49er. 

17. CSULB has seven different academic 
colleges, offering 81 baccalaureate degrees, 
67 master’s degrees, 16 education credential 
programs and three doctoral degrees. 

18. Long Beach State has been nationally 
recognized for its engineering program, as 
well as having very positive regards to its 
accounting, business administration and art 
programs. 

19. In the fall of 2006, CSULB received 62,531 
applications for admission, the most of any 
California State University school. 

20. CSULB hosts more than 350 events 
annually, welcoming over 150,000 people to 
the campus. 

21. An Internet radio station, KBeach, and 
a jazz station, KKJZ 88.1 FM, operate on the 
CSULB campus. 

22. CSULB’s campus is composed of 84 
buildings and is just three miles from the 
Pacific Ocean. 

23. In 2007, the student population voted 
overwhelmingly for the construction of a 
125,000 square foot Student Recreation 
Center, set for completion by 2010. 

24. Noted architect Edward Killingsworth is 
credited for most of the design of CSULB. 
25. Chris Carter, creator and producer of 
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“The X-Files,” caught his eye for science 
fiction while attending The Beach. 

26. The Student Union, located at the middle 
of campus, is one of the largest buildings on 
any California campus. 

27. Another feature of the CSULB campus is 
the Earl Warren Japanese Garden, an artistic 
retreat featuring many beautiful landscapes 
and a Koi fish pond. 

28. The main feature of the campus is the 
Walter Pyramid, an 18-story sports facility 
where the 49ers play their home basketball 
and volleyball games. 

29. The pyramid is one of only three in the 
United States of its magnitude. 

30. During the summer, the pyramid is host 
to the NBA Summer League. 

31. WWE professional wrestler Mark Calaway, 
better known as the Undertaker, attended 
CSULB. 

32. The Beach has 18 Division | NCAA teams, 
along with numerous club teams. 

33. UC Irvine and Cal State Fullerton are 
CSULB’s main rivals. 

34. In fact, the Long Beach State vs. Cal State 
Fullerton rivalry has been deemed by many 
as “The Best Rivalry in College Baseball.” 
35. While the primary mascot of CSULB is 
the 49ers, the school’s baseball team goes 
under the name “The Dirtbags.” 

36. CSULB’s baseball team has had a 
successful program for many years and 
has produced many prominent MLB stars, 
including AL MVP Jason Giambi, AL Rookie 
of the Year Bobby Crosby and rising stars 
Jered Weaver and Troy Tulowitski. 

37. Long Beach State is also recognized 
nationally as one of the top women’s volleyball 
teams. The team is consistently ranked in the 
top 25 nationwide. 

38.Atleastone CSULB athlete has participated 
in each Summer Olympic Games since 1952. 
39. Film director and writer Mark Steven 
Jackson, credited with writing “Daredevil” 
and “Ghost Rider,” attended CSULB. 

40. The men’s basketball team has also 
recently experienced success, going 24-8 
during the 2006-07 season on their way to a 
Big West Championship and their first NCAA 
tournament appearance in 12 years. 

41. Much of this success was credited to 


Photo by Chay Chhuon 


senior guard Aaron Nixon, who was voted 
Big West Player of the Year and named to the 
AP All-American Honorable Mention Team. 
42. Long Beach State University competed 
in NCAA Division | football from 1969-1991 
until budget cuts forced a discontinuation of 
the football team. 

43. CSULB’s most famous football product 
is Terrell Davis, running back for the two-time 
Super Bowl champion Denver Broncos. 

44. CSULB is the only university in the nation 
with the word “Beach” in it. 

45. Former professional baseball player and 
ESPN analyst Harold Reynolds got his start 
as a Dirtbag and Long Beach alumnus. 

46. The first player to ever score a basket 
in the WNBA, Penny Toler, attended Long 
Beach State. 

47. Dr. Maulana Karenga was the former head 
of the Black Studies Department at CSLUB 
and is best known as the founder of the 
African-American holiday Kwanzaa. 

48. After graduating from CSULB, politician 
Beverly O’Neil served three terms as mayor 
of Long Beach. 

49. Bradley Nowell, lead vocalist and guitarist 
for one of the most influential bands of all 
time, Sublime, attended Long Beach State. 
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By Brigid McGuire 


The surfer city Ventura may be known only for 
its old city charm and “The Lords of Dogtown,” but 
every year it boasts one of the greatest traveling 
festivals in the country: the Vans Warped Tour. 

People traveled from all over California to 
attend the June 30 concert. The show was set 
up at the fairgrounds right next to the Pacific 
Ocean and had a feel of its own. By contrast, 
when the festival was in Pomona the day before, 
temperatures soared to 107 degrees. Also, for the 
first time, the Warped Tour in Pomona was sold 
out, while Ventura had room to spare. The only 
downside to the entire show was the bumper-to- 
bumper traffic, which plagued the 101 Freeway 
and the sold-out parking lot, which left hundreds 
of concert-goers streaming into the main drag of 
Ventura in search of parking. 

The lineup changes on every date of the Warped 
Tour, so people have to arrive early or else they'll 
miss some of their beloved bands. It’s not always 
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Anthony Green, Greg Graffin, Ryan Key. 


a safe bet that a headliner will close out the show, 
which was most evident with East Bay rockabilly 
threesome Tiger Army, who played at 1:30 p.m. 

Tiger Army just released its fourth album, 
“Music From Regions Beyond,” to rave reviews 
and has been receiving heavy airplay from KROQ. 
After opening for punk rockers AFI, Tiger Army 
has been gaining more popularity then ever 
before and has a loyal following, with many fans 
getting the Tiger Army slogan “Never Die” inked 
on themselves. 

Another buzz band is England’s newest punk 
group Gallows, which has been gaining fans 
through word-of-mouth and the trusty Internet. 
Gallows has been popular across the pond for a 
while, but this back-to-basics punk rock band 
is being hailed as the band to bring heavy punk 
chords and sassy lyrics back to punk rock. 
Gallow’s debut album, “Orchestra of Wolves,” is 
now out in stores. 

The young hipsters in Paramore werealsoa huge 
headliner on this year’s tour. While promoting its 
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sophomore album, “RIOT!,” Paramore has been 
touring almost nonstop this year and has been 
gaining a larger fan base. 

Bad Religion returned to Warped Tour after 
a three-year hiatus from the festival, and the 
band was still going strong. Bad Religion’s guitar 
player Mr. Brett is also the owner for Epitaph 
Records and is a strong presence in the punk rock 
scene. Lead vocalist Greg Graffin sang a mix of 
old and new Bad Religion songs, dating back to 
the 80s. With crowd favorites such as “Sorrow,” 
“Digital Boy,” “I Want to Conquer the World” and 
“Modern Man,” Bad Religion continued to show 
punk rock’s roots for the young hipsters at this 
year’s festival. With the release of its new album, 
“New Maps of Hell” and the albums first single 
“Heroes and Martyrs,” Bad Religion isn’t going 
anywhere. 

South Bay punkers Pennywise are a staple 
on the Vans Warped Tour. The band formed in 
1988, signed with Epitaph records and was one 
of the first-wave bands which brought west coast 
punk into mainstream culture along with other 
emerging punk rock bands such as The Offspring 
and NOFX. 

A giant of a man, lead guitarist Fletcher Dragge 
took a few minutes out of the hot sun to answer 
some questions for Dig. Having played on Warped 
Tour more then anyone, the most appropriate 
question is how much Warped Tour has changed 
in the past 13 years. 

“I think there’s a lot more makeup,” Dragge 
laughed. “How has it changed? It hasn’t really 
changed. I think there’s more bands, more styles 
of music, [and] I think the fans might have gotten 
a little younger. It’s still basically the Warped 
Tour, [but] it just seems like it has turned into a 
more commercial entity and I guess that’s a good 
thing. I mean the more people that come out to 
enjoy it the better. So I think it’s got something 
for everybody.” 

This Warped Tour has seen a reemergence of 
older punk rock bands, such as Bad Religion, The 
Circle Jerks and The Adolescents, which Dragge 
seems ecstatic about. 


MARS SORE CAVL 


“It’s awesome,” Dragge said. “We just did a. 
U.S. tour with the Circle Jerks a couple months 
ago and you know, you grow up watching these 
bands play and they’re your favorite bands. The 
Adolescents, they are one of my favorite bands 
of all time and going to watch them as a kid 
and being stoked out of my mind and then to be 
playing in a band which is playing with them 20 
years later is really amazing. I mean they’re great 
people and they are the real deal. They are the 
real punk rockers out on this tour. It’s an honor 
to play with them.” 

Pennywise is from the notorious South Bay, 
which is the Torrance, Redondo Beach and 
Hermosa Beach area of Los Angeles County. 

“Living in the South Bay was a pretty great 
thing. I mean, Black Flag, The Circle Jerks, The 
Descendants, the Germs, Toxic Shock [and] the 
list of bands goes on forever. So growing up 
with that stuff right in your backyard and going 
to parties and going to school with the guys in 
Descendants and stuff and its pretty amazing 
and right there with surfing, skating, and that 
whole life style, So-Cal life style and having the 
best punk rock bands in the world in your own 
backyard was pretty influential and the making 
of everything.” 

“Now I am just ready to go play my half hour 
in the hot sun,” Dragge said as he walked away to 
play to another couple of hundred people at the 
Vans Warped Tour. 


Brooks College is now accepting applications 
for dormitory housing, Fall 07 Semester! 


Reserve your space now and save $4.00 of the $150 non-refundable application fee! 
(new applicants only) 
Brooks College Is less than 2 miles from CSULB campus and offers renovated 
dormitories, Cal State shuttle service, comfortable atmosphere, 24/7 Public Safety! 


Call 800-228-7023 *5555 or email: housing2@brookscollege.edu to reserve your spot today! 


By Matthew Wilkinson 


In the 1970s and ’80s standup comedy was an 
art form. Masters like Richard Pryor, Steve Martin, 
Eddie Murphy, Bill Cosby and George Carlin took 
standup from small hole-in-the-wall comedy clubs 
to packed arenas and concert halls. They released 
chart-topping albums that competed with best-selling 
musicians, and became pop culture icons that every- 
body looked up to and adored. 

But then the ’90s happened. There was an abun- 
dance of standup comedians, but not enough big 
names to keep the steam rolling. The best comedians 
found homes in comedy troupes or on sketch shows 
like “Saturday Night Live.” Being a standup come- 
dian became a joke in itself with reality shows like 
“Last Comic Standing.” But 35-year-old Dane Cook 
grew tired of that. 

In 1999, the Boston native was doing what most 
standup comedians did. He would wake up at noon, 
play video games for hours and then go do a show— 
until one day, when he realized how much time each 
day he wasted doing nothing and how he could be us- 
ing the ever-growing popularity of the Internet to start 
reaching out to potential fans and building a grassroots 
fanbase. 

Fast forward to 2007. Cook is now an Internet 
phenomenon. He recently became the first person on 
popular social networking site MySpace.com to reach 
the two million friends plateau. That means if Dane 
and his cyber friends met in a remote location and 
started a city, it would be the fifth-largest city in the 
United States. 

Yet his fame is much more than adoring comments 
and digital friend requests. Cook’s 2005 comedy 
album, “Retaliation,” debuted at number four on the 
Billboard charts and became the most successful 
comedy album in 26 years. He consistently sells out 
18,000-to-20,000 person arenas (including New York’s 
legendary Madison Square Garden on back-to-back 
nights). He was even named one of Time Magazine’s 
“100 Most Influential People of 2006.” 

After his 2005 charismatic performance in the film 
“Employee Of The Month” opposite Jessica Simpson, 


Cook is now being cast in lead roles for blockbuster 
films. He starred alongside Kevin Costner, Demi 
Moore and William Hurt in this summer’s serial killer 
thriller “Mr. Brooks,” and later this month you can see 
him in the romantic comedy “Good Luck Chuck,” try- 
ing to earn the love of heartthrob Jessica Alba. 
While Cook still hasn’t won over all the critics and 
faces constant criticism from fellow comedians on 
his success, he is single-handedly attempting to bring 
back the icon status to standup comedians. 
You wouldn’t seem to be the first choice for 
a role in a serial killer movie. Did that make you 
want to do it more? 
Well, certainly after having done standup comedy 
for close to two decades and having people primar- 
ily know me as a standup comic, to be able to show i 
another facet of the left side of the brain was certainly ff 
something I was eager to do. So when the script came y 
along I was in New Mexico filming “Employee of the 
Month” and I was pacing around reading it going, 
“You know what? I get this guy. This deviant, asshole, 
salacious... I just get it. I knew what to draw from. 
Was there any sense of intimidation in work- 
ing with Kevin Costner, Demi Moore and William 
Hurt? 
Once you've done standup comedy in front of 
thousands of people, everything after that is a bit 


easier, but at the same time, truly, I was such a fan 
away from being a performer of all three of these ac- 
tors that yeah, there was a little bit of “Ok, I’m going 
out and I’m playing ball now with the best of the best.” 
But I earned it. 

After almost two decades of standup, what 
took you to working with Kevin Costner and doing 
romantic comedies with Jessica Alba? What clicked 
that made it happen for you? 

I dont know. To be maybe a little corny about it, 
I felt like it was part of my destiny. It was part of my 
path to create and be creative in many different ways. I 
always knew that standup comedy would be kind of my 
backdoor or be my vehicle to get anywhere I wanted to 
in this world. I really knew from the very beginning that 
if I did the hard work and I was honest and I really gut- 
ted myself onstage that I could pretty much do anything 
from these performances. It’s about all I knew. Every- 
thing else I felt like I was a very unsure person, but the 
one thing I knew was that if I did standup comedy and 
I dedicated myself to the art of standup comedy and 
respected it that it would pay me back in many creative 
outlets. 

Will you ever leave standup comedy to become a 
full-time actor? 

No. Iam always going to consider myself a standup 


comedian first, and a Red Sox fan first. 

Even with all the new movies coming out? You 
could get pretty high in demand. 

This is just a way to work out my brain in a dif- 
ferent way. It’s nice to be able to take a little rest from 
comedy, but I’ve been going on stage at the Laugh 
Factory almost every night even when I can get away 
Jrom filming. To me, being away from comedy and even 
doing films, it’s living a different kind of life that I can 
now bring stories and incidents back to my standup 
comedy. I can see myself taking little breaks from time 
to time to do a film, but I don t even want to do a film 
unless it's necessary and unless I feel like it's impor- 
tant. 

You’re working on a new project with Steve 
Carrell, right? 

Yes, “Dan in Real Life.” We just saw the screening 
of that the other night. Just sitting with Steve Carrell 
and watching his performance in this film, it was like I 
was laughing and crying in a movie that I was in. I felt 
like it was a special departure from films that are out 
there. Steve Carrell is a lifer, he’s going to be around 
forever, and I hope I get to work with him several 
times. That guy is the real deal. Hes got great hair too. 

And what can you tell me about your new movie 
with Jessica Alba? 

“Good Luck Chuck.” That's my baby right there. 

I did “Employee of the Month” and I was so happy to 
finally have a role where I was the center and I wanted 
to show people I could be charismatic and carry it, but 
there was a lot of funny entities and people doing funny 
things around me. “Good Luck Chuck” is what I’ve 
wanted to give to my fans for so many years. It’s really 
a lot of my comedy. There's a great heart in it, and it’s 
certainly a romp, but there's a lot of what I think my 
fans have wanted to see of me in film. I look at Adam 
Sandler and I say “Waterboy.” Jack Black has “School 
of Rock.” “Good Luck Chuck” is my gift back to fans, 
and hopefully a lot of new fans. 

Lastly, what comedians influenced you most 
growing up? 

I used to love sneaking up and watching Johnny 
Carson. He really was so articulate as to what it is to 
be a standup comedian and the lifestyle and the work 
that goes into it. I had many, many inspirations in and 
out of standup comedy. I mean singers and actors, but 
definitely Johnny Carson. I used to love John Ritter, 
his physicality and fearlessness. Martin Short, too, you 
have to stop me because I could tell you hows and whys 
on so many people that I wanted to emulate. 

“Good Luck Chuck” hits theaters September 21 
nationwide. “Dan in Real Life” opens October 12. For 
more info on Dane Cook check out www.danecook. 
com. 


Is Internet security a myth? 


Does Intemet security exist? Signs are pointing to no as Dig investigates the user 
agreements of popular websites that college students access like Photobucket, MySpace 


and Facebook. 


By Lauren Williams 


When signing up for a Web site’s 
service, few students take the time to 
sift through the technical jargon of 
the terms of services portion of a site. py WE" 
Long, complicated sentences that 4% 
begin with something like, “Byusing *; 
or accessing this Web site, or any 
Web site hosted at the ... domain 
name (the ‘Site’), or by using 
any of the content hosting and 
sharing services provided via the 
Site,” and end three paragraphs 
later, are generally uninteresting and 
only serve as another road block to creating 
a MySpace.com profile or uploading those party 
pictures from digital cameras to Photobucket.com. 

However, mired in that convoluted language 
students sometimes are consenting to more than 
they bargain for. 

Photobucket.com, for example, has a policy that 
allows the site to delete “offensive or pornographic” 
pictures. On its site, Photobucket’s terms and 
conditions state that it “may delete the image or 
possibly even terminate ... [an] account and delete all 
... pictures without notice or warning.” 

Agreeing to the terms and conditions allows 
employees of the site to go through your personal 
photos, whether your account is public or private, 
and delete these images. Even if you don’t have 
inappropriate pictures in your albums, the thought 
of a stranger sifting through your private photos is 
alarming. I wonder how many of the site’s 48 million 
users read about that in the terms and conditions. 

MySpace.com is another security obtrusive 
website. The popular social networking site uses 
cookies, which are defined by Slate magazine as “... 
text files sent by a Web site to your computer to track 
your movements within its pages. They're something 
like virtual license plates, assigned to your browser 
so a site can spot you in a sea of millions of visitors. 
Cookies remember your login and password, the 
products you've just bought, or your preferred color 
scheme. Sites that ask you to register use cookies to 
target advertising—someone who claims an annual 
salary of $35,000 might see ads for Boca Burgers 


rather than foie gras.” 

This explains why the 
tiny ads _ boxed 
in the corner of 

your homepage 

on MySpace _§ are 
always related to your 
interests. 

MySpace also allows 
its advertisers to use 
@ cookies. According to 
the privacy policy portion 
of the Web site, “These 
cookies [from advertisers] 
allow the ad server to 
recognize your computer 
each time [the advertiser] 
sends you an online advertisement. In 
this way, ad servers may compile information about 
where you, or others who are using your computer, 
saw their advertisements and determine which ads 
are clicked on.” Which is why ads are customized to 
each MySpace user. 

MySpace isn’t alone in its use of cookies, though. 
According to Slate, most Web sites, including news 
sites like The New York Times and the Washington 
Post and search engines like Yahoo! and Google use 
them as well. As does Amazon.com and “even Sesame 
Street deploys them on its Web site.” 

The cookies used on Facebook allow advertisers 
to create “Facebook Flyers” (visually similar to 
those glossy, postcard-sized ads often placed under 
windshield wipers) which can be targeted to alumni, 
graduate or undergraduate students at a particular 
school. 

MySpace claims that the use of cookies is in the best 
interest of its users because the “information allows 
an ad network to deliver targeted advertisements that 
they believe will be of most interest to you.” 

Cookies can, on occasion, be beneficial to Web site 
visitors. It allows sites to customize content to a user’s 
interest. 

Other site information from MySpace that students 
may be unaware of includes a clause in the Terms & 
Conditions portion of the site that obligates MySpace 
visitors (those who don’t have profiles, but are just 
browsing the site) into a legally binding agreement 
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The White Stripes 


Visiting Artist 
Series presents 
Saturo Hoshino 


Gallery 
Free Admission 


Women's Soccer 
vs. Utah @ George 
Allen Field,Jam 
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Art Department 
MFA Students 
Greater LA MFAs 
in the University 
Theatre 


Student Art 
Galleries/University 
Theatre 
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vs. Baylor @ 
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Field, lpm 


@ Staples Center, 
Sept. 16-17, 19, 
8pm 


23 
tee 


s Watery Polo 
ampus Fool 


omen's Soc a 
are fig, ield 


10 


Faculty Artist 
Series presents 
Steven Trapani, 
Bass Trombone 
Monday, @ 8pm 
Gerald Daniel 
Recital Hall 
Tickets: $10/7 


eck of Welcome 


Cartel @ HOB 
Anaheim, 10pm 


Built to Spill @ The 
Fonda, 10pm 


University Art 
Museum Gallery 
Talk with Artist 
Stephen Berkman 
from 12:15-1pm 
University A 
Museum 
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PB) Faculty Artist 
| Series 


resents 
David Garrett, 


Cello @ 8pm 


fH Gerald Daniel 


* 


@ Recital Hall 


§ Tickets: $10/7 


Arctic Monkeys 
@ Hollywood 
Palladium, 8pm 
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Women's Volleyball 
vs. Washington, @ 
George Allen Field 
7pm 
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Welcome Back 
Bash! 6-10pm The 
Nugget 


Women's Volleyball 
vs. UC Irvine @ 
Pyramid, 7pm 


The White Stripes @ 
The Forum, 8pm 


27 
Men's Water Polo 
vs. UC Irvine @ 
Campus Pool, 
7pm 


Your guide to concerts, movies, on campus events and local happenings 


14 
Women's Soccer 
mvs. OK @ George 
) Allen Field, 5pm 


The Academy Is... 
@ HOB Anaheim, 
6pm 


28 
niversity 
auger" 

Beeson 


Women's Volleyball 
vs. UC Riverside @ 
Pyramid, 7pm 


] 
Long Beach Blues 
Festival w/ Buddy 


Sept 1-2, 9am 


8 
Early Fall Student 
Filmmakers 
Showcase 


@ 7:30pm 
University Theatre 
Tickets 


Women’s Volleyball 
vs. Florida State @ 
Pyramid, 7pm 


15 
KROQ LA Invasion 
Home Depot 
Center, Carson 


Men's Water Polo 
@ Campus Pool 
All Day LBSU Mini 
Tournament 


Street Scene Sept. 
22-23 


Coors Amphitheater, 
San Diego 


29 
An Evening With 
Jane Fonda 


@ 8pm Carpenter 
Center 


Bring 


By Adam Pringle 


If you’re not familiar with the name, you’ve 
likely seen the style: strikg 
abstract shapes and ti 
with that unmistakable’ 
of surrealism. 

These visuals of a wonderful world gone warped 
e calling card of Josh Agle, or, as he is better 
Shag. 
al State Long Beach alumnus paints 
ts of a world forgotten by time (or at least 
ever-transient pop culture landscape). In 

Shag’s world as created on wood panels with 
acrylic paint, people sip cocktails while sporting 
clothes straight out of 1962, tiki masks and 
related imagery are seemingly everywhere, and 
nothing is quite as it seems despite the mundane 
activities usually pictured. 

One work that exemplifies this is the purple- 
hued “Yawning.” Although the painting features a 
woman reminiscent of Audrey Hepburn sitting on 
a couch yawning (and there’s a tiki mask hanging 
on the stone wall next to her, no less), the little 
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Photo by Adam Pringle 
Left: Shag’s works combine the 


banal with the bizarre. 
Above: Shag in his studio. 


ing the ast backK@life 


Josh Agle started at Cal State Lo 
major, but then he realized his t 


each as an accounting 
ing, art. 


b on the floor in front of her has devil 
horns, a pointy tail and a pitchfork. 

According to Shag, his ordinary-meets-the off- 
kilter approach was inspired by cartoonists for 
The New Yorker such as Charles Addams as well 
as filmmakers like David Lynch. 

“That was something I really liked, the idea 
that I wasn’t painting a faithful recreation of a 
cocktail party or something,” Shag said. “There 
was something in that painting that was wrong or 
unexpected or didn’t fit in, something that made 
you look at it and go, ‘What’s going on? Why is 
that happening?” 

Shag’s works also often celebrate consumerism, 
which is symbolized by his use of imagery straight 
out of tiki lounges. 

“Youre in these lavish surroundings, you're 
drinking the most overblown cocktails ever 
invented, and it’s not good enough that they give 
you your cocktail and stick a lime on the edge,” 
he said. “They have a swizzle stick with a cherry 
and a pineapple and a flower in the drink. It’s so 
over the top and so overdone, just the explosion 
of exuberance, and that really appealed to me.” 


¢¢ Do the thing that 
excites you the 
most because that’s 
whe rted 
happen¥#® for me.99 


- Josh Agle 


he seemingly contrasting sensibilities of 
Shag’s work have translated into worldwide 
success: The 45-year-old has held solo exhibits in 
the U.S., Europe, Australia and Japan. 

Surprisingly, Shag was originally an accounting 
major at Cal State Long Beach before realizing 
that a life of crunching numbers wasn’t for him, 
so he decided to pursue his dream by majoring in 
art. After graduating, he worked as a commercial 
artist for major corporations, although the 
demands of Madison Avenue didn’t stop him from 
adding personal touches to his works for hire. 

“If I were drawing a woman, I’d try and make 
her look a little bit like she was from the early ’60s 
in her hairstyle or the clothes she was wearing 
even if it had nothing to do with the early ’60s,” 
he said. 

Shag also played guitar in a number of local 
bands. He designed flyers and record covers for 
these bands, which inspired him to create his 
moniker (a combination of the last two letters of 
his first name and the first two letters of his last 
name). 

“I thought it would seem really unprofessional 
if people picked up a record and said, ‘Oh, look, 
the guitar player also did the cover 
come ae with ser ee So peop 
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_ Target/Trader Joe’s Center 


ire such as re-imagining the Pink Panther 
erchandise commemorating the cartoon 
cter’s 40th anniversary. He has also worked 
projects for Disney, including designing 
merchandise for the Enchanted Tiki Room’s 40th 
anniversary in 2003 and for Disneyland’s 50th 
anniversary in 2005. 

Appropriately, considering that his works 
champion consumerism, Shag has licensed his 
art for a variety of limited edition merchandise, 
including T-shirts and Zippo lighters. 

“When the paintings started getting more 
expensive, it first got to the point where college 
kids couldn’t buy them anymore, and then normal 
people couldn’t afford them anymore,” he said. 
“So the merchandise was a way for anybody to 
own a piece of Shag art.” 

Shag also has advice for aspiring artists and 
others looking to follow their dreams. 

“Do the thing that excites you the most because 
that’s when it started happening for me, when 
I kind of stepped away from doing what clients 
wanted or what I thought should be in an art 


gallery.” 
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SPA BREAKS 


Enhance 

Your studies, 

SWEDISH MASSAGE 
6onn $60 (REG. $70) 


CLASSIC : 
INDULGENCE FACIAL 


60MIN. $ 15 (REG. $85) 


STUDENT DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


BRING COUPON TO YOUR APPOINTMENT 


562759671400 
MASSAGE © FACIALS © MEDICAL AESTHETICS 


(OFFER EXP. 09/30/07) 


INDULGENCENOW.COM 
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Located in the pry 
5555 STEARNS STR, LONG BCH CA 


By Matthew Wilkinson 


t a time when politically charged albums 
Az adimea dozen, you wouldthinkthe RX 
andits would be leading the movement. 
The Seal Beach-based quintet is notorious for 
its jams crying for anti-war movements and 
revolution, but the band’s most recent release “... 
And The Battle Begun” surprisingly lacks those 
thematic elements. 

Instead, the band’s lyrics touch on topics such 
as prescription drug use, anti-violence and the 
empowerment of women, and are laced over the 
most progressive-sounding rock music the band 
has produced yet. 

But the group, which originally formed as a ska 
outfit and gained most of its fame touring with 
bands like New Found Glory, Reel Big Fish, H2o 
and Something Corporate, has not lost its passion 
for world peace. It just started to feel overdone. 

“I think it reinforces the point that we weren't 
[being political] just to do it,” guitarist Steve 
Choi said while standing outside the band’s tour 
bus before another sold-out date of the band’s 
tour with Gym Class Heroes. “We were [writing 
political music] because that was literally what 
we were feeling. It would make sense if the new 
record was political. It’s a cash cow right now. 
Look at all the bands out there that are cashing 
in on the political thing. That’s not to say some 
of them aren’t legit, but it was only because it 
was real that we ironically stopped when all these 
bands are getting big off of it.” 

But ditching politics isn’t the only unpopular 
choice the Bandits have made recently. Before the 
release of “...And The Battle Begun” in mid-2006, 
the band announced it was leaving influential 


pop-punk label Drive-Thru Records to release its 
music independently. The members of the band 
didn’t feel that their sound matched the label’s 
stereotype. 

“We don’t look back,” Choi said. “We look 
forward to the future of the band and the future of 
us musically. Everybody knows there is a ‘Drive- 
Thru sound.’ Now, they’ve started to sign some 
different bands to diversify it, but at that time it 
was totally homogenized. People thought we were 
a pop-punk band because we were on Drive-Thru. 
When you put that much work into your music, 
that’s a pretty big slap in the face.” 

The RX Bandits couldn’t be further from 
pop-punk. In fact, it almost proves impossible 
to put a label on what the band sounds 
like. It’s rock-based, but there’s some dub, 
trombone and lots of progressive jam stuff, 
with pieces of reggae and ska mixed in. 

Even though the band ditched politics and its 
label, it continues to find success at every turn. 
After finishing its very successful tour with Gym 
Class Heroes, the group was asked to play the 
Bonnaroo festival alongside The Police, Tool 
and The White Stripes. And after finishing a 
headlining tour with The Fall of Troy in August, 
the RX Bandits will head to the UK and Europe 
for a co-headlining tour with Facing New York. 

“It’s a shock to me,” Choi responded when 
asked about why the band has been so successful. 
“To be honest, we’ve never had big publicity, or 
marketing. We've never had anything. As cheesy 
as it sounds, we just keep focusing on the music 
and luckily there are people out there that get it 
and like it. We can’t count our blessings enough 
for that.” 
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its members. Manchester has some of the best night 
clubs in the country, and I wish I could’ve spent more 
time there. 

Stonehenge is about two hours from London and 
if you don’t want to pay the dues to get a close look, 
you can see it fine from the highway. For something 
a little out of the way, my friend and I drove up to 
Avebury Avenues, which is about 45 minutes north of 
Stonehenge, and words couldn’t describe it. Avebury 
is another ancient stone circle, but it is bigger and 
older than its famous cousin. The circumference of 
this circle is a mile and you can actually walk up to the 
stones, unlike Stonehenge, where it is fenced off. It 
isn’t as crowded and it is completely free. Just watck 
out for all of the sheep roaming everywhere. 

The first plage I visited in Ireland was the Cliffs 
Moher, which-is in County Clare and is among 
top tourist Ireland. It was a gloomy day, b 
fortunately it wai n't raining and just the size of 
cliffs was en| L€ 
you, this w 
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Cont: Internet Security 


Cont. from pg. 11 

with MySpace anytime they 
peruse the site. 

MySpace users are also 
prohibited from using their 
last names, phone numbers, 
street addresses, obscene or 
lewd content and anything else 
MySpace deems “otherwise 
objectionable subject matter.” 
MySpace also reserves the right to 
terminate service to any user “for 
any reason or no reason.” 

MySpace’s rival site, Facebook, 
also has its own quirks. The cute 
polls on a user’s homepage are 
not innocuous factoids for users, 
but are primarily used to gather 
data and are publicized as being 
“Market Research Solutions.” 
According to the site, the polls are 
aimed at asking “18-24 year olds 
what’s hip, ask people in New 
York who they're voting for, or 


even ask ‘Grey's Anatomy’ fans 
if theyll actually watch the new 
spin-off,” for as little as $26. 

Facebook is also helping 
advertisers learn how to sell to 
students. According to the site, 
“Young adults are the primary 
trend drivers in our society. 
Marketing to young adults on 
their own terms is critical for 
success. Facebook offers relevant 
and integrated advertising 
opportunities to engage the tech- 
savvy youth audience.” 

But Facebook operates on “two 
core principles.” The first of the 
two principles is that “You should 
have control over your personal 
information.” What they fail to 
specify is that information sharing 
is selective only when it comes 
to other users, not advertisers. 
With them, disclosing a user’s 
information is completely kosher. 


Cont: Travel 


Cont. from pg. 15 

it will be given the gift of eloquence 
(a.k.a. the gift of gab). It was a little 
nerve-racking standing on the top 
of the castle, which was mostly 
in ruin. The rain was pouring 
and then I had to lie on my back 
and lean back and kiss the stone. 
I did it, even though I’ve heard 
rumors of the locals sneaking into 
the castle at night to urinate on the 
stone. 

Despite traveling halfway 
around the world and being two 
thousand dollars poorer, I would 
never give up any of my trip for 
the world. I met some interesting 
people and saw things I’ve only 
dreamed about. I’ve promised 
myself I will return in the near 
future. 


To campus, to home, or to work. Shopping in Belmont Shore. Downtown with friends. Wherever you're headed, 


the busis the best ride in town. Itruns early mornings to late nights, and the routes cover the city. It’s environmentally 


smart. With your Day Pass or Student Monthly Pass — and no parking fees — it beats the high cost of driving. 


Want to get connected? Check us out at www.tibtransit.com ° 562.591.2301 
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